
The following is a summary of the April 2, 2020, Combined Conference and Regular Meeting of 

the Berkeley Heights Board of Education (Virtual Meeting via Zoom): 

 

Mr. Doug Reinstein, President of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education, opened the meeting 

by expressing his thanks and appreciation for the outstanding efforts being put forth by the 

teachers and staff of the Berkeley Heights Public Schools during this period of remote learning 

in the school district.  He also cited the many examples of charity, compassion, and support 

being displayed throughout the Berkeley Heights community during the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic.  

 

Report of the Student Representatives 

 

Senior Alexander Janiak reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• Due to the current situation it has been difficult for clubs to operate and activities to take 

place.  Nevertheless, an effort is being made to keep the GL spirit! 

 

• This week, the Governor Livingston Student Council planned a Virtual Spirit Week where 

students dressed up and sent pictures of themselves for the newspaper and the yearbook.  

Monday was Pajama Day, Tuesday was Highlander Pride Day, Wednesday was Pet Day, 

Thursday was Hat Day, and Friday was Formal Day.  

 

• In addition, in response to the postponement of the GLHS Musical, Mamma Mia, the Hilltop 

Players came together and created a short clip of their singing and acting that they posted to 

social media.  
 

• Remote learning has definitely been a large change for GL students and teachers. We all had 

to learn how to use Zoom and only had a few days to adjust to a different environment.  

Some teachers have had to remake or change their lessons to work with online learning.  

Other teachers have also had to manage Zoom calls and their own children.  Despite all that, 

remote learning has been pretty productive and is going great.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 

 

Junior Emily Haines reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• With Governor Livingston student-athletes being home and having lots of time to spare, 

coaches are making their best effort to keep everyone moving and motivated.  

 

• Many sports teams have created Google Classrooms with daily posts featuring tips, workouts 

and film to review.  This will hopefully keep everyone in touch and ready to come back 

strong.  As of now, games have been postponed only through April 27th, so all are hopeful 

for return. 

 

• In the meantime, the Highlander Girls Lacrosse team is planning to help the HeadStrong 

Foundation through a Virtual 5K.  This is a national fundraiser for improving the quality of 

life for cancer patients who are more susceptible to the COVID-19 virus, and the team is 

making a big effort to help. 

 

• Overall, through Zoom and Google Classroom, teams are doing their best and keeping spirits 

high!  
 

• With regard to remote learning, some GLHS students are making the transition well, while 

others are reluctant to change from face-to-face learning.  However, I believe that the 

teachers are adapting well with good class structures, having us sign in and check out every 

class. 

 

• In addition, Zoom gives us the one-on-one learning that we miss coming out of 

school.  Zoom also provides the unique opportunity for us to split into small groups to work 

together, which gives even better communication with students and teachers.  It’s a major 

difference from being in school - being home all the time - but the students who really focus 

and follow the directions will benefit and will have more time to devote to homework and 

more time to themselves. 

 

• For many students, as much as they love being home, they really miss the environment of 

school – being with teachers and with their friends at lunch - but during this trying time 

everyone is doing their best to keep their spirits high.  My personal opinion is that some 

classes are working better than others, but it is hard to have material that is as challenging as 

it was in school when teachers could monitor everything.  
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Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Melissa Varley, Superintendent of Schools, provided the following report: 

 

Today is Autism Awareness Day!  I sent out an e-mail today to parents and staff today in regards 

to Autism Awareness Day. 

 

We are so proud of our staff members for the ways they have embraced remote learning.  I want 

to make a few announcements prior to handing it off to Mr. Scott McKinney, our Assistant 

Superintendent, to discuss the remote learning process and how it is going.  We know our 

teachers are going strong and working hard.  I am so proud and so amazed. 

 

Just a few months ago, we were worried about tainted romaine lettuce.  Recently our worries 

have increased dramatically.  I realize everyone is very passionate about our schools from the 

children, the staff, the Board and our parents.  While some may be focused on a particular grade 

or school, I’m focused on all grades, PK-12, as well as all staff members.  My teachers, 

administrators, support staff, etc. are doing an excellent job.  We are trying to make the best out 

of an unprecedented situation and I am in regular contact with them, reminding them to take care 

of themselves and their families.  

  

Regarding the Spring Break survey, I sent out two surveys on Monday.  One went to staff 

members and one went to families.  The families responded at an 80% majority of continuing our 

remote learning through Spring Break.  The staff members were at a 60% majority to continue 

through Spring Break.  Of the families, 54.7% wanted to end the school year early and 31.3% 

wanted the Fridays off for the six weeks option.  The staff members voted at 39.7% to end the 

school year early, while 23.4% voted for the Fridays off for six weeks.  Ultimately, the decision 

rests with the Board of Education and they will discuss this matter and vote tonight. 

 

I know that I sent out a video of our Educators of the Year last Wednesday but I do want to 

recognize them here now: 

 

Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center - Carol Scales 

Mountain Park School - Stacey Saravay 

Thomas P. Hughes School - Jennifer Fischer 

William Woodruff School - Stephanie Parrott 

Columbia Middle School - Steven Buonaspina  

Governor Livingston High School - Robert Segear 
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 

 

Our Full-Day Kindergarten Pilot program did not have as many registrants as we had hoped.  

Our Half-Day Kindergarten program also did not have a large number of registrants; therefore, 

we have room at Mary Kay McMillin to hold our Full-Day Kindergarten Program.  There will be 

one classroom of Full-Day Kindergarten with a maximum of 23 students.  There will be two full- 

time teachers in the classroom.  Courtesy busing will also be offered to those families due to the 

last-minute change.  We will be working on a solution to determine whether either our buses or 

another bus company can drop students off to local day care facilities. 

 

If your child was planning on taking an AP test, you received an e-mail from the administration 

at Governor Livingston.  If you didn’t, e-mail Mrs. Tara Oliveira, Assistant Principal.  The AP 

test is being shortened to an online 45-minute version.  If you would like a refund on your 

payment, you need to fill out the survey sent out by the GL administration. 

 

NJSLA Testing has been canceled. 

 

In other fantastic news, we have received word this week that some of our seniors have been 

accepted to these fine colleges: Columbia University, University of Pennsylvania, Cornell 

University, University of Chicago, University of California at Berkeley, Duke University, 

UCLA, University of Southern California, New York University, Boston College, University of 

Virginia, University of Michigan, Williams College, and Villanova University. 

 

I want to reiterate how very proud of our teachers, students, families, administration, and tech 

team I am.  Everyone is doing an excellent job, I’m beyond impressed.  I will now turn it over to 

Mr. McKinney so that he can discuss remote learning. 

 

Mr. McKinney then provided an update on the continuing remote learning efforts for students in 

all district schools.  He stressed the importance of encouraging a blended environment so that the 

schools meet the needs all students, stating that it is the goal of the district to maintain routines 

and classroom connections while at home so everyone can stay engaged in the learning process.  

Mr. McKinney reviewed various topics related to student learning for the remainder of the 

school year, including curriculum and instruction, thoughts and guidelines on grading, and 

ongoing discussions about final exams. 
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Facilities Report 

 

Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, provided the following 

Facilities Report: 

 

Work on the Governor Livingston High School Media Center HVAC replacement continues. 

The contractors are continuing to install wiring and ductwork for the project. 

 

In accordance with COVID-19 guidelines, all school fields are closed. 

Custodians are working reduced hours and staggered schedules, maintaining social distance and 

focusing on outside work. 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

• The approval of the following revised and new district policies after second reading: 

 

Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related Concussions and Head Injuries 2431.4 (Revised) 

Wellness Policy on Nutrition and Physical Activity 8505 (Revised) 

 

• The Memorandum of Agreement between the Berkeley Heights Board of Education and the 

Berkeley Heights Education Association covering the period from July 1, 2019, through June 

30, 2023. 

 

• The following revisions to the 2019-2020 Berkeley Heights school district calendar: 

 

-Establish April 6, 7, 8 and 9, 2020, as days on which schools will be in session, via Remote          

 Learning. 

 

-Establish April 10, 2020, as a day on which schools will not be in session. 

 

-Establish the following Fridays as days on which school will not be in session: April 17, 

April 24, May 1, May 8, May 15, May 22, 2020. 

 

• The retirement of Frank Mirabella from his position as Bus Driver with the district 

Transportation staff, effective July 1, 2020. 

 

• The resignation of Claire Davanzo from her position as Teacher of English at Governor 

Livingston High School, effective June 30, 2020. 

 

• The retirement of Catherine Pearsall from her position as Grade 3 Teacher at Thomas P. 

Hughes School, effective July 1, 2020. 

 

 



Page 6 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The retirement of Ellen Massa from her position as Grade 5 Teacher at Thomas P. Hughes 

School, effective October 1, 2020. 

 

• The request of Dr. Elizabeth Doerrbecker for an extension of her unpaid child care leave of 

absence through the 2020-2021 school year.  Dr. Doerrbecker is a district School 

Psychologist, based at Mountain Park School. 

 

• The re-assignment of Jennifer Scharf to the position of Long-Term Substitute Grade 3 

Teacher at Thomas P. Hughes School, effective April 3, 2020, through June 18, 2020. 

 

• For Cindy MacKinnon to be employed as a Substitute/Replacement Grade 3 Teacher at 

Thomas P. Hughes School, effective April 24, 2020, through June 30, 2020. 

 

• A Resolution Opposing Delay in Transmission of Quarterly Property Tax Revenue to School 

Districts, as outlined in Assembly Bill 3902, currently pending in the New Jersey 

Legislature.  

 

The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 

Thursday, April 23, 2020, at 7:30 p.m.  


